
CITY OF LUDINGTON 

OUTDOOR DINING 

REGULATIONS 

AND 

DESIGN GUIDELINES 



Michigan Department 
Of Transportation 

2433 (07/10) 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR 
SIDEWALK CAFE PERMITS 

1. The permit applicant shall provide the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MOOT) with a sketch identifying the layout and portion of the proposed sidewalk
cafe that will be located within the State Highway Right-of-Way.

2. A clear area shall be maintained for pedestrian traffic and to facilitate maintenance
and/or transportation use activities in accordance with local, state, and federal
requirements.

3. The permit applicant shall not trim trees, hang signs on the existing lamp posts, or
otherwise modify the public property within the State Highway Right-of-Way.

4. No permanent fencing or structures of any type shall be allowed to isolate
tables and chairs for the si:tewalk cafe.

st 

5. The sidewalk cafe permit shall expire on December 31 of the year the permit is
issued. The permit applicant shall renew annually by submitting all the
necessary documents and a permit fee in accordance with the construction permit
fee schedule.

6. Liability insurance shall be submitted electronically. Only sections A or Dare
required.

7. MOOT reserves the right to require removal of all or any portion of the sidewalk
cafe placed in S ta te  Hi ghway Right-of-Way by this permit as needed for
highway maintenance or construction purposes without replacement or
reimbursement of any costs incurred by the permit applicant or any other party.
The permit applicant shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless MOOT from any
claims whatsoever resulting from the construction, maintenance or removal of
the sidewalk cafe authorized by this permit.

8. The permit applicant shall meet all applicable Governmental Agencies' requirements
and ordinances.

NOTE: Non-compliance with the above Special Conditions will result in 
the revocation of your permit 
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2.3 Chairs 

Chai used in an outdoor dining 
a must match each other. 

No white plastic or fluorescent 
furniture is permitted. 

Chairs, like other outdoor dining elements, must 
contribute to the overall atmosphere of 
Downtown Ludington's commercial district and 
must be complementary in both appearance and 
quality. 

Color: Chairs may be colored or of a natural 
unpainted material (i.e., wood, metal etc.). 
Chairs are not permitted to be white plastic or 
of any fluorescent or other strikingly bright or 
vivid color. 
Upholstery: Upholstered chairs are permitted. 
Upholstery is not permitted to be of any 
fluorescent or other strikingly bright or vivid 
color. 
Matching: All chairs used within a particular 
establishment's outdoor seating area much 
match each other by being of visually similar 
design, construction and color. 



2.4 Umbrellas 

Acceptable umbrella design 

Umbrellas can add a welcoming feel to outdoor dining areas and provide 
shelter from the elements making their use desirable for outdoor dining 
applications. Appropriately designed and sized umbrellas are permitted for 
use under this outdoor dining program. Umbrellas must be free of 
advertisements and contained within the outdoor dining area. The lowest 
dimension of an extended umbrella must be at least 7 feet above the 
sidewalk surface. All umbrellas must comply with the following conditions. 

Contained Within the Outdoor Seating 
Area: 
To ensure effective pedestrian flow, all parts of 
any umbrella (including the fabric and supporting 
ribs) must be contained entirely within the 
outdoor seating area. 

Minimum Height for Sidewalk Clearance: 
When extended, the umbrella must measure at 
least 7 feet above the surface of the outdoor 
dining area in order to provide adequate 
circulation space below. This measurement must 
include not only the umbrella frame and panels, 
but also any decorative borders such as fringes, 
tassels, or other such ornamentation. 

Maximum Height: Any part of an umbrella 
used in an outdoor seating area may not exceed a 
height of 120" ( IO feet) above the level of the 
sidewalk in order to avoid causing an undue visual 
obstruction of other businesses. 



2.4 Umbrellas 

Acceptable umbrella design: Sohd color, space-efficient, market-style, canvas material 

Colors: Umbrellas must blend appropriately 
with the surrounding built environment. 
Therefore, umbrella fabric is not permitted to be 
of any fluorescent or other strikingly bright or 
vivid color. Umbrella covers must be of one solid 
color. 
Size and Shape: The size and shape of an 
umbrella strongly affect its functionality within a 
constrained space such as an outdoor dining area. 
Due to the narrow measurements of most 
restaurants' outdoor dining areas, restaurants 
using umbrellas should strive for space-efficient 
umbrella designs. 
Square or Rectangular Umbrellas 
Preferred: Square or rectangular umbrellas, as 
opposed to round or octagonal umbrellas, are 
strongly recommended for use in downtown 
outdoor dining areas. 
Market-Style Umbrellas Preferred: Market­
style umbrellas - those designed specifically for 
patio or outdoor restaurant use - are preferred 
for outdoor dining purposes. 
Material: Umbrella fabric must be of a material 
suitable for outdoor use and must be canvas-type. 
No plastic fabrics, plastidvinyl-laminated fabrics, 
or any type of rigid materials are permitted for 
use as umbrellas within an outdoor seating area. 





2.5 Sidewalk Coverings 

Outdoor dining areas should be uncovered sidewalk material. 

The floor of outdoor seating areas should be 
uncovered sidewalk material as to provide continuity 
with the adjacent public right-of-way. Floor coverings 
or raised platforms may not be used within outdoor 
dining areas. 

Prohibited Sidewalk Coverings: 

• Carpet: Prohibited sidewalk coverings include
carpet or other flooring material constructed of fabric,
canvas, wool, tile, linoleum, nylon, vinyl or any
covering that is intended to resemble turf.

• Platforms: Raised decks, platforms or other such
surfaces are not permitted within outdoor dining
areas.



2.6 Circulation Room 

As established in the Outdoor Dining Ordinance, 
all outdoor dining areas must leave at least 5 feet of 
unobstructed pedestrian space. This 5 feet of 
pedestrian space must be clear of obstructions caused 
by trees, tree wells, posts, hydrants or any other 
infrastructure. In addition, no part of an outdoor 
dining area (including plants) may extend into the 5-
feet-unobstructed zone. 

If a perimeter enclosure is used, adequate space must 
be provided within the enclosed outdoor dining area 
to permit movement of patrons and wait staff. Wait 
staff may not serve patrons from beyond the 
perimeter enclosure. 

2.7 Signage 
Signage is permitted within outside dining areas only 
with a valid City permit. No extra or additional 
signage is permitted solely as a result of an 
establishment's participation in this outdoor dining 
program 



2.8 Setback from Other Businesses 

Neighboring businesses must remain visible to pedestrians and motorists . 

Restaurants need to be mindful of adjoining businesses 
when using outdoor dining areas in order to ensure 
that neighboring businesses remain visible to 
pedestrians and motorists. 

A restaurant may be required to adjust the outdoor 
seating area's layout, dimensions or distance from the 
property line to ensure that this visibility is maintained. 



OUTDOOR DINING SPEAKER PLACEMENT AND SOUND IMPACT 

STORE B STORE A 

i:..:...:...:...i:..:..:.:..:.:.i�i 

70 declbles @10 ft 
68.42 decibles-_ ....... ....-------liPi 
67.08 decibles 
65.92 decibles� ........... ---�lliiliii 
63. 98 decibles

STORE C 

i�i�i�I 

83.98 decibles @ 2 ft 
.,_ ______ 96 decibles @4 ft 

4.44 decibles @ 6 ft 
�---·11.49 decibles@ 8 ft 

Each circle above represents 2ft from the source of the music. If music at the source is played at 90 decibles, the levels listed above 
are the actual sound impacts at each two feet from the sound source. This depicts speakers that are centrally located on the front of a 
downtown building. By locating speakers in the middle of the building with outdoor dining, it lessens the sound impact on neighboring 
businesses. This is important when more than one neighbor will be olferi ng an outdoor dining experience. 


